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Engineer of the train that 
derailed was unfamiliar with 
the route, investigators find 
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Fewer cranes dot Seattle’s skyline; is the 
boom running out of steam? BUSINESS > a12 
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Spheres alive | 


with foliage == 


FIRST LOOK | The dense, mature greenery within offers Amazon 
workers a respite from the usual workspaces. The orbs, which have 
been a tourist draw, will be open only in a limited fashion to the public. 


By MATT DAY 
Seattle Times business reporter 

Sitting on one of the half-dozen 
lounge chairs in a secluded spot 
nestled just under the four-story- 
high steel superstructure that caps 
Amazon’s glass-paneled Spheres, 
the feeling is like resting in a space 
capsule ready to launch. 

A short walk away, past a living 
wall of carnivorous Asian pitcher 
plants and Philippine rhododen- 
drons, tables and chairs are set by 
beds of succulents. 

Downstairs, a wooden path cir- 
cles the leafy canopy of a towering 
49-year-old tree, stopping at a few 
meeting nooks. 

These different environments in 
the three connected domes convey 
the same sensation. You quickly 
forget youre in a bustling office 
park downtown. For the building’s 
designers, that’s the point. 

Amazon’s Spheres, the center- 
piece of the retail juggernaut’s 
$4 billion urban campus, will open 
to employees — and, in a limited 
fashion, to the public — next week, 
a milestone in a decadelong corpo- 
rate growth spurt that has reshaped 
Seattle. 

The company, for most of its 24 
years, preferred to operate under 
the radar in its hometown, posting 
no signage to indicate its presence 
in its office buildings even as the 
company and its blue-badged em- 
ployees came to occupy much of 
the South Lake Union and Denny 
Triangle neighborhoods. 

But in the Spheres, Amazon has 
built an architecturally ambitious 
focal point and symbol of its status 
as Seattle’s largest employer and 
one of the most dynamic entities in 
corporate America. 

John Schoettler, Amazon’s real- 
estate chief and a Seattle native, 
hasn’t been shy about comparing 
the Spheres to other architectural 
landmarks in the city. 


A private jungle 

Amazon will hold an opening 
ceremony for the Spheres on Mon- 
day, with Gov. Jay Inslee and Seat- 
tle Mayor Jenny Durkan expected 
to attend. But the Spheres already 
have achieved a measure of fame. 

Tourists stopped by to snap pho- 
tos of the orbs during their two- 
and-a-half years of construction. 
Some critical locals who saw the 
edifice as a corporate vanity project 
gave it a label of their own: Jeff 
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A “bird cage” is 
attached to the 
walkway wind- 
ing through the 
leafy canopy of 
a fig tree in the 
Amazon 
Spheres in 
South Lake 
Union. The eye- 
catching struc- 
tures open next 
week. 
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A living wall made up of 200 species comprising 25,000 plants grows in the Spheres. The orbs are kept at 
72 degrees and 60 percent humidity during the day, and 55 degrees with 85 percent humidity at night. 


Warren A. Miller 


1924 — 2018 


Icon who filmed snow sports like never before 


By RON JUDD 
Pacific NW magazine writer 

Warren A. Miller, the pioneering 
snow-sports filmmaker whose 
infectious zeal for the “pure free- 
dom” associated with skiing, snow- 
boarding and other pursuits in- 
spired multiple generations of 
adventure seekers around the 
globe, died Wednesday at his home 
on Orcas Island. He was 93. 

A quick-witted, self-taught film- 
maker who first filmed his own 
scenes for an annual self-narrated 
ski movie shown in small venues, 
Mr. Miller produced more than 500 
adventure-sport films. His name, 
carried forward in a sports-media 
company, Warren Miller Entertain- 
ment, from which he was disassoci- 
ated in his later years, became 
synonymous with snow sports 
across North America. 


To his legions of fans, Mr. Miller’s annual ski 
flick amounted to cinematic manna from heav- 
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WARREN MILLER ENTERTAINMENT, 1989 
“I really believe in my heart that that first turn you make on a pair of 
skis is your first taste of total freedom,” said Warren Miller. 


en — an overdue shot of cold air and deep snow 
to stoke the fires within winter warriors who 
had suffered through the long, hot months of 


snowless summer. The films, most 
of which began with jaw-dropping 
alpine-ski sequences, featuring top 
skiers and snowboarders delivered 
by helicopter to some knee-knock- 
ing heights and set to a pounding 
rock-music beat, never failed to 
produce hooting, shouting and 
delirium among the snow-deprived 
faithful. 

The pumped-up atmosphere, Mr. 
Miller told The Seattle Times in 
1985, was like “showing a porno 
film on an aircraft carrier six days 
out of port.” 

Those films’ first dulcet tones of 
Mr. Miller’s trademark voice — so 
distinctive that his wife, Laurie, 
forbade him from using it in ski-lift 
lines, just to avoid the fawning — 
usually were greeted with similar 
passion. 


Mr. Miller’s ski films were equal parts travel- 
ogue, majestic cinematography and slapstick. 
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Trump 
ordered 
Mueller’s 
firing 


JUNE CONFRONTATION 


White House counsel 
balked, threatening to 
quit; president backed off 


By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump ordered the fir- 
ing last June of Robert Mueller, 
the special counsel overseeing 
the Russia investigation, accord- 
ing to four people told of the 
matter, but ultimately backed 
down after the White House 
counsel threat- 
ened to resign =N 
rather than 
carry out the 
directive. 

The West 
Wing confronta- 
tion marks the 
first time Trump 
is known to 
have tried to fire 
the special Robert 
counsel. Mueller 
learned about Mueller 
the episode in recent months as 
his investigators interviewed 
current and former senior White 
House officials in his inquiry 
into whether the president ob- 
structed justice. 

Amid the first wave of news 
reports that Mueller was exam- 
ining a possible obstruction 
case, the president began to 
argue that Mueller had three 
conflicts of interest that disqual- 
ified him from overseeing the 
investigation, two of the people 
said. 

First, he claimed that a dis- 
pute years ago over fees at 

See > MUELLER, A10 
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Trump pushes 
Congress for 
concessions on 
immigration 
IMMEDIATE OPPOSITION 


President’s plan swaps 
Dreamers’ citizenship 
for wall, crackdown 


By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
AND SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump proposed legisla- 
tion Thursday that would provide 
a path to citizenship for up to 1.8 
million young, unauthorized 
immigrants in exchange for an 
end to decades of family-based 
migration policies, a border wall 
and a vast crackdown on other 
immigrants already living in the 
country illegally. 

Describing the plan as “ex- 
tremely generous” but a take-it- 
or-leave-it proposal by the presi- 
dent, White House officials said 
they hoped it would be embraced 
by conservatives and centrists in 
Congress as the first step in an 
even broader effort to fix the na- 
tion’s immigration system. 

But the plan — drafted by Ste- 
phen Miller, the president’s hard- 
line domestic-policy adviser, and 
John Kelly, the White House chief 
of staff — was immediately reject- 

See > IMMIGRATION, A3 
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